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CHANGING OF THE GUARD

Following John Moverley’s decision to step down as chairman of the Amenity Forum, the organisation has taken the opportunity to refresh its structure to meet the challenges and opportunities ahead. It has increased the number on its Board, recruited an Executive Officer and appointed a chairman from within the new Board.

The increased number of directors now gives greater representation of member interests in what is a diverse and important sector. The Executive Officer will, as the title suggests, be responsible for the operational activities of the Forum. The Chairman will chair the Board and the Full Forum and will also work with the Executive Officer representing the interests of the sector as a whole.

Peter Corbett is the Executive Officer. He has substantial experience of the amenity sector and is seen as the ideal person to take forward the work of the Forum. At the recent Board meeting, Ian Graham of Complete Weed Control was the unanimous choice to take up the new role as chairman. Ian brings many years of experience of operating in a leadership role in the amenity industry and is an excellent choice.

Kate Hopkins will continue her role providing administrative support and as manager of the Amenity Standard. 

Ian Graham said ‘’The restructuring of the Forum following the decision by John to step down as the chairman was essential in order to build on the considerable achievements that have been made during his tenure. Our industry continues to face many challenges and as such, a diverse and well-structured board to support Peter in his new role was essential. It will be my pleasure to contribute to the future of the forum as chairman of the board and look forward to building on the considerable success that John’s leadership and efforts have created.’’

Peter Corbett said “I am very much looking forward to building on the fantastic work that John has done representing our industry at all levels. Our sector has the responsibility for managing the amenity environment in a sustainable and responsible manner. The importance of public open spaces, high quality sports & leisure facilities has been clearly seen by all, throughout the last few difficult years. The sector is very diverse, and the Amenity Forum plays a critical role in representing the whole sector including contractors, local authorities, sports and leisure facilities, invasive weed contractors, rail and highway sectors, product manufacturers and distributors and training organisations covering all amenity situations.’’

For further information, please contact Kate at admin@amenityforum.net


Notes to Editors
The Amenity Forum is the non-profit making voluntary initiative and the independent body bringing together professional organisations with an involvement in the amenity horticulture sector. This is a very diverse industry responsible for the landscape management of urban areas, highways and rail network, sports grounds, parks, industrial and utility sites. To establish and maintain these areas to a high standard, the sector requires access to pesticides, efficient equipment and trained and qualified staff. The organisation was formed in October 2003 as a key action to support the Voluntary Initiative, an industry led project agreed with Government to reduce the environmental impact of pesticides. 

The membership comprises of organisations from across this diverse industry, covering manufacturers, suppliers, trade associations, local authorities, major users, landscape, sport and leisure. Equally important are those members who represent training and qualification standards. The key Government agencies have an important observer role. The objectives of the Amenity Forum are:
To promote and encourage proper and responsible use of pesticides and integrated methods for the control of pests, weeds and diseases
To lead, coordinate and encourage achievement of “Best Practice” objectives in weed, pest & disease management
To ensure that all practices are sustainable and protect the environment with minimised risks to public health.
To run a communication programme to support these aims and to promote the image of the sector among stakeholders and the public.
To coordinate and encourage the establishment of sustainable qualifications, training and CPD activity, specifically for the Amenity sector
To organise activities within the Amenity Forum membership and linked organisations, such that Amenity Forum objectives are developed in a coordinated way

For further information on this press release or the work of the Forum, please contact the Secretary, Kate Hopkins, or the Chairman, Professor John Moverley OBE. Similarly, if you wish to register for future press releases, please let us know.

admin@amenityforum.net or email John.Moverley@amenityforum.co.uk 
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